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2 Sam. xx. 19. 


J am one ; of them that are peaceable and faithful 
in Iſrael. 


He did that which was right in the fight of the Lord, and turn- 
ed not fit from any thing chat be commanded him all the days 
of his life, ſave only in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite * — an 
Encomium, notwithſtanding the exception, great indeed and glori- 
ous ! Great indeed and grievous was his Crime, but not leſs fo his 
Repentance ; —a whole Life uniformly dedicated to the ſervice of 
God, a Reign fraught with ſo many inſtances of ſteady Conduct 
both in religious and civil affairs, ſuch exemplary Piety and Virtue 
as ſhone forth in every ſubſequent ſcene, ſufficiently manifeſted his 


[ T is recorded of King DaviD in the Annals of Isx ART, that 


abhorrence of ſo complicated a Sin, and the ſincerity of his reſo- 


lutions to offend no more. 

But wiſe and good as this Prince was, neither his Wiſdom nor 
his Goodneſs could protect him from the envy and malice of 
his Enemies, the worſt of Enemies, his own Subjects. An un- 
natural Conſpiracy had been but juſt ſuppreſſed by the death of 


I Kings XV, 5. 
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2 A Sermon preached at Cambridge Aſives. 
his own Son, the Uſurper ABsALoM, and the good King returned 
to his Throne under the Conduct of his old Friends and Kindred the 
Tribe of Judab, when one SHEBA a turbulent ſeditious Ringleader 
at the Head of the other Tribes ſounds the Trumpet to Arms, and 
proclaims a general Defection, jealous, it ſeems, of the fu 
Intereſt of that Tribe in the reſtored Prince, to whoſe Return they 
had chiefly contributed both by their Council and in Perſon : 6 
that here indeed was matter of diſcontent for factious ſeditious Si- 
rits, the Dodtrine v was agreeable enough to popular reſentment, 
that as no regard was had to their advice, no reſpect paid to their 
numbers in an affair of ſo very great importance, They doubtleſʒ 
could not be ſuppoſed to have any degree of favor in the Royal 
Breaſt, no part in David, neither inberitunce in the Son of Ye 
every man therefore to his tents, O Hrael 

War thus proclaimed, JoAs the King's Captain, at the head of 
the royal Partizans, the Cherethites and Pelethites, takes the field, 
BEST the Rebels, and overtakes them at Beth-maacah the place 
of their Rendezvous, ſits down before that City and beſieges it: 
Upon this a wiſe Woman mounts the Walls and demands a Con- 
ference with JoAs, prefacing her Capitulation with ſuch an ad- 
dreſs as could not fail at leaſt of engaging his attention, if not of 
ſecuring honourable terms for the City in caſe of ſurrender ; RI 
« ſays ſhe, for my part, am one of them that are peaceable ad 
4 1 in Hrael, ready to canvaſe with thee the Cauſe of this 

« diſturbance, and ready too (as it proved in the event) to give up 
<« the Promoter of it. This was in effect declaring for the Royal 
Cauſe, approving the very plan which the good King had laid 
down for his future Government, and which indeed is a noble 
Model for all Princes in the World; Mine eyes look upon ſuch as are 
faithful in the land, that they may dwell with meb. 

The occaſion of the Words thus briefly explained, give me leave 
to make ſome farther improvement en them, , and to conſider 


Pſalm 101. 8. 


them 


them as containing a very uſeful Leſſon to all Mankind: In order 
to which I propoſe, in the 


Firſt place, to enquire more minutely Bats the Import of the 
Terms, being peaceable and faithful, conſidered in our ſocial ca- 

city, or as we are Members of Civil Society. 

Secondly, to ſhew, that all true Patriotiſm or Love of our Coun- 
try, conſiſts in a ſteady Adherence to theſe two Maxims, and con- 
ſequently that every raſh deviation from them is in its degree 
Nam or criminal. 


Firſt then I am to enquire more minutely into the Import of 
the Terms, being peaceable and faithful, conſidered in our ſocial 
Capacity, or as we are members of Civil Society. 


I chooſe to make this diſtinction, becauſe that inward Peace 
and Tranquillity of Soul which falls to the ſhare of ſome Men 
of a ſpeculative, or to others of an, indolent turn, cannot be 
underſtood in this place ; That indeed may perhaps have its uſe 
in promoting the other, but then 'tis merely conſtitutional, pro- 
ceeds not from choice, and therefore has no pretenſions to Virtue. 
But that peaceable diſpoſition here mentioned, is ſuch as regards 
communities and Bodies of Men united for the common ſecuri- 
ty, ſuch therefore as prefers the good of the whole to all ſelfiſh 
conſiderations, and lays the grounds of all private Peace and 
Happineſs in the Peace and Happineſs of the Public; and this 
is the foundation of the Prophet's reaſoning with the Jews in their 
Captivity ; Seek ye, ſays he, the peace of the city whither Thave 0 
eauſed you to be carried away captives, and then adds the reaſon, 
for in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peace. | 

'Tis not therefore barely an eaſy unactive habit that denomi- 
nates. the peaceful Man, not a turn of Mind either not inquiſitive 
at all into the Springs of public Action, or not ſolicitous about 
the Succeſs of them, (for the Propriety of This depends greatly 
upon the different Situations of Men, and it would be as wrong 

© Ter, xxix. 7, 
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in Some to decline all ſuch enquiries, as in Others officiouſſy 
to intrude themſelves into them, ) but ſuch a temper it is, as gif. 
poſes Men from a conviction of Duty, to contribute all in their 
power towards the public welfare, to perform all ſuch kind offi, 
ces, without which, good agreement and harmony cannot ſubſiſ 
in the World, 

Hence the Expreſſions of this excellent Temper will be many 
and various, juſt as many and various, as the Objects which have 
claim and title to them: with regard to the Perſons of Men, it will 
engage us to treat them with reſpect, civility, and good manners 
to their Characters, with tenderneſs and caution; to their For. 
tunes, with juſtice and equity; to their Actions, with candor 
and ingenuity. | 

As too Mankind ſtands divided into different Ranks and Or. 

ders, they will demand more particular expreſſions of this peace- 
able regard towards them; to Superiors, It will diſpoſe us to be 
reſpectful and obedient ; to Inferiors, courteous and condeſcend- 
ing ; to our Equals, friendly and obliging. 
As again we have a neceſſary connection with other Kingdoms 
and People, reſulting from the mutual - Dependency of one 
Community upon another ; here again new Relations produce 
new Duties, and our peaceableneſs with regard to them conſiſts 
in a general diſpoſition to live upon good terms with them, in ab- 
ſtaining religiouſly from all violent or frandulent Encroachments up- 
on them, in ſpeaking of them and their Intereſts with tenderneſs 
and reſpect, in a readineſs to forgive a thouſand petty Affronts and 
Injuries, and by no means delighting in that havock and bloodſhed 
which nothing but Ambition and Avarice could originally have 
introduced, nothing but Self-preſervation ever juſtify. 

This ſketch of a peaceable difpofition properly purſued through 
all the different relations incident to Man as they concern his 
Neighbour, the Common-wealth, or the more extenſive Intereſts 
of the Public, in the end conſtitutes, what we call, a good Subject 
or Citizen of the World ; eſpecially if it appear, that at the ſame 

| . ume 
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time all theſe Offices are diſcharged out of a ſenſe of Duty, out 
of a principle of Obedience to Government, as the appointment 
of God. And this will help to explain the remaining term in the 
Text of being, faithful. ILY ah 0 

And This, in other words, is to be upright in all our Purſuits, 
true and ſteady to honeſt Principles, and punctual in performing 
our Engagements: This too may be conſidered as regarding either 
our political or private Capacities; as private Men, It obliges us 
to be juſt and true in all our dealings with Mankind, ſincere in 
our Profeſſions, cordial in our Friendſhips, and inviolable in our 
Confidence; conſtant too, and fervent in the Worſhip of God, 
that as he wwho hath called us is holy, ſo ſhould we alſo be holy 
in all manner of converſation. If conſidered in a more public light, 
then to be faithful, is, to pay in the firſt place a due regard to the 
Perſons, and in the next to the Authority, of our Governors, 
tis to look upon ourſelves as indebted to Civil Government for 
the poſſeſſion and ſecurity of our Liberty and Property, and there- 
fore under the ſtrongeſt obligations to aſſert and ſupport it with 
our Lives and Fortunes; tis religiouſly to abide by thoſe repeat- 
ed Engagements, thoſe ſolemn Oaths and Aſſurances which eve- 
ry Government has a right to demand for its own ſafety, and 
without which in fact it could have little dependence upon Men's 
Obedience. 

And connected as Chriſtianity happily now ſtands with the Ci- 
vil State, ſo as to ſhare abundantly its good or ill fortunes, Each 
of theſe Duties will be conſiderably inhanced by our Obligations 
to maintain the eſtabliſhed Religion of our Country in its full Vi- 
gor and Intereſts, in all its Rights and Privileges, which either 
the Providence of God or the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature has been 
pleaſed to confer upon it: He therefore who is faithful to this 
part of his duty will not think it enough barely to pray for the 
Peace of the Church, but will contribute all in his power towards 
preſerving and promoting it, will not affect Singularity in Noti- 
ons, or Peculiarities in Diſcipline, will be tender of giving offence 
60 
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to ſober well diſpoſed minds by ſeparating from the Communic, 
of the Church, and if he be fincere in his diſlike to it, will e. 


ther keep his opinions to himſelf, or communicate chem with that 
modeſty and diffidence, which ſhould ever attend all diſſent from 
received Principles. 

Thus much premiſed concerning the Import of the Terms, I 
haſten to ſhew, in the 


Second place, what indeed every one will be before-hand with 
me in concluding, that in a ſteady adherence to theſe Maxims con. 
ſiſts all true Patriotiſm, or Love of our Country ; and conſequently 
that every raſh Deviation from them is in its degree blameable ot 
criminal. 


I call it every raſh Deviation, becauſe there are doubtleg 
times and occaſions when the cooleſt quieteſt Man living cannot 
be upon peaceable terms with his Neighbour, when it is neither 
reaſonable, nor, all things conſidered, honeſt for him to fit down 
under injuries and indignities : when the intereſts of Virtue, the 
public Safety, the Maintenance of his natural Right and Liberties 


or the defence of his Country call upon him, not only. to reſent 
but alſo to revenge an Injury received, and when even War with 


all its black retinue of Cruelties and Calamities is not only juſti- 
fable but commendable, This indeed, happily for the Subject, is 2 
matter reſerved to thoſe hands where alone it can properly and 
ſecurely be entruſted ; the Rights of Peace and War are confeſſedly 
branches of Royal Prerogative, and 'tis well they are ſo, ſince ſuch 
a Province would be moſt capriciouſly adminiſtred in the Hands 
of a giddy Multitude, ever rejoicing in the leaſt opportunity of 
Revenge, and facrificing the public Peace and Tranquillity to their 
ſovereign Reſentments. 

The Rule however under all its Reſtrictions i is plain and intel- 
ligible enough; If we call but Perſons and Things by their pro- 
per Names, He only that doth ri rghteouſneſs is righteous, He alone 


who is peaceable and faithful in the Land is a true Patriot, or 
Lover of his Country. 
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For whatever appellations Party _ Zeal and Clamor may give 
heir reſpective Leaders, whatever merit Men may aſſume from 
ſupporting or oppoſing Meaſures, or how different ſoever the 
schemes of Politicians may be from one another; yet there is 
uch a thing after all as Truth and Certainty in the world, how- 
ever loſt in Refinement, or ſunk in private Intereſt, The fameTruths 
may be affirmed of Communities as of private Perſons ; Each alike 
may be conſidered as intelligent Beings, and as having moral as well 
2s civil Powers: What is Prudence in the one is Policy in the 
other, and public Virtue is only the collective Virtue of Individu- 
als ; hence the ame Maxims will with very little variation con- 
ſtitute either Character, and though tis poſſible for Men to mi- 
take in their Applications of them, yet tis neither for want of 
Certainty nor Perſpicuity in the Maxims themſelves. For tis in 
Morals as in Mathematics, the ſtraiteſt Line between any two gi- 
yen Points will ever be the ſhorteſt; — © Honeſty as long as the 
world ſtands will be the beſt Policy; and he who goes about to 
perſuade us that *tis the ſhorteſt way to deviate from either, will 
gie us no very advantageous impreſſions either of his Skill as a 
Pilot, or his Fidelity as a Friend: The beſt Subject will be the 
beſt Patriot, and He who behaves with propriety in his particu- 
ar Station, will be ſure to contribute his proportion towards the 
movement of the great Machine of Government, and fill the part 
aſſigned to him with applauſe. 

He therefore who conſcienciouſly applies himſelf to the proper 
buſineſs of his Calling, be it of a private or public nature; who 
has conſequently as little inclination, as leiſure, to gratify any im- 
pertinent Curioſity about the Concerns of other people, of which 
he is at beſt an incompetent, always an improper, judge; whopays 
a dutiful regard to the Laws of his Country, and is careful not 
to offend againſt them ; whoſe Candor and Equity puts the beft 
conſtruction upon Words and Actions accidentally, or even defign- 
edly, ambiguous, rather extenuates than aggravates the Failings 
of Men; who entertains a modeſt opinion of himſelf, and, in ge- 

neral, 


4 1 preached « at Cambridge Aﬀees rer. * 


neral, a good one of others; who looks upon all Party and Fadion 
to be, what it really is, * the Madneſs of the many for the Beneki of 
few; who preſerves Peace, prevents Differences, reconciles Dir. 
ſentions, and by friendly interpoſal heals Diviſions; — Such an 
one, let a factious riotous World brand him with Lukewarmneſ⸗ 
and Indifference as they pleaſe, is a valuable Subject, a deſirabl 
Neighbour, a good Man. 

To ſuch a Character all e Men, all who delight not in 
Tumult and Confuſion for the ſake of making (like Thieves in: 
common Calamity) their own Advantage, will readily ſubſcribe. 
But not ſo, when tis drawn out into more public light, and be. 
comes an Advocate for Peace abroad as well as at home ; when it 
aſſerts the preference of ſuch a ſtate to the uncertain iſſue of War, 
then come the odious Imputations of Tameneſs and Lukewarm- 
neſs, of Cowardice and Corruption. 

. There is a traditional ſort of Spirit that has kad Warlike 
Exploits to the generality of Mankind: Pictures of ancient He- 
roes and Warriors (by turns the Scourges and Butchers of the hu. 
man Species) make ſtrange impreſſions on Men's Minds at a time 
when Principles of Virtue and Humanity had better been ſtamped 
on them: Hence their riper years take the alarm on every the 
ſlighteſt provocation, and as it is the Profeſſion of the military 
Order, ſo is it the natural Bent and Genius of this Claſs, 70 de- 
light in War. And when this is the caſe, ſuch Men can never 
want Pretences or Occaſions, becauſe they never want Inclins- 
tions, to run riot at all Maxims of Peace and Moderation. 

Luxury and Debauchery, Indolence and Effeminacy, Decay in 

Publick Spirit National Glory and Martial Diſcipline, are the 
Nale topics of every empty Declaimer againſt Peace; and he mult 
be little indeed converſant in ancient or modern Hiſtory, who 
cannot readily quote Kingdoms of great renown that fell a facrifice 
to profound Tranquillity. 

And truly if the Abuſe of any thing excellent be admitted an 
Argument for its Inexpediency, here our Rule would fail us; but 
un- 
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unluckily for all ſuch Reaſonings, they will be found upon Exa- 
mination to conclude as ſtrongly againſt ſome of the greateſt Bleſſ- 
ings in the Human Conſtitution : — A good Appetite and a good 
Digeſtion are foundations for the greateſt Health and Vigor ; yet 
to Men of this complexion, a plentiful table frequently becomes 
a Snare to take themſelves withal, and thoſe very things, which ſhould 
have been for their Health, become the unhappy occafions of their 
falling. What great Indulgence is to the Body, great Indolence 
may be to the Morals of Men; no ſooner 4 waxed Feſburun fat, 
but we are told, he kicked, and for ſoo God which made him, and 
lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation: but from hence to argue 
that becauſe either our Virtue or our Health may be endangered 
by Exceſs, we muſt therefore renounce all moderate Schemes, 
and have continued recourſe to violent Evacuations, is a conclu- 
fon as contrary to all approved Practice, as to all Senſe Reaſon 


and Experience. 
e- Men who underſtand and mean the public Good, reaſon far o- 
u. cherwiſe; theſe they look upon as Preſcriptions proper indeed 
me enough in deſperate Caſes, but by no means to be trifled with 
ei upon every Complaint ; they know that a cool Regimen is the 
the WW beſt Preſervative of a cool Conſtitution, and that 'tis time enough 
to come to violent Meaſures, when all Lenitives have proved un- 
4. (accefsful. 
ver Where indeed this has been the Caſe, when glutted with Peace 
na- and provoked by repeated Inſults to War, a Nation 1s actually 
engaged in Arms, there it would be as blameable as inglorious 
in to ſheath the Sword, till not only ample Reparations for paſt In- 
the WF uries, but Security too againſt future Provocations, are actually 
wit and ſolemnly tendered under the Seal of public Faith; and when 
vo WY theſe are offered, he muſt be no well-wiſher to his own Country 
tice WM or the public Tranquillity, who is deaf to ſuch deſireable Over- 
tures of Accomodation; he muſt be neither a good Chriſtian, nor 
] an yet a good Man who would ſtill purſue his Reſentments; and 
” Deut. xxxii. 15. | | 
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ſurely he muſt be no Oeconomilt of either the Nation's Treaſure, 
or, what ought ſtill to be more dear to him, the Nation's Blood, 
who would ſtill go on to laviſh in fo wanton a manner the Live 
and Fortunes of his Fellow Subjects. 

It will be ſufficient, and therefore it will be the hearty Wiſh 
and Prayer of all good Men, that every Appeal to the Sword ter. 
minate in an honorable and laſting Peace, the Point to which 
the political Needle wilt ever incline, how forcibly ſoever q. 
verted from its true Direction by the Claſhing of public Intereſts 
the Rage of private Reſentments, the Norſe of Faction, and, 
the moſt unruly and perplexing of them all, he Maaneſs of the 
People ; in Peace, the Mother of Plenty, Nurſe of Arts and Scien- 
ces, Patroneſs of Learning, Liberty, and true Religion, without 
which, National Glory is a mere Name, public Feſtivity an inſipid 
Entertainment, and even Victory an empty Triumph. 

He then that is faithful in that which is leaſt, will be faithful alj 
in much; He who has formed his private Conduct upon ſuch : 
diſintereſted Plan of Peace and Contentment, will from the fame 
principle learn to ſet a juſt. value upon the repoſe and quiet of 
the Public; to this end, He will look upon himſelf, both in point 
of intereſt and conſcience, obliged to ſupport the Conſtitution un- 
der which he enjoys all the Bleſſings, without any of the Inconve- 
niencies, of Liberty: a Conſtitution, which has happily reconciled 
the Exigences of Policy with the Intereſts of Virtue, has called 
in the aid of Religion to ſupply the defects of mere human Laws; 
and aſſerts Epiſcopacy to be in the Church, what Monarchy is in 
the State, more agreeable to primitive practice, and more ſui- 
table too to the civil Conſtitution of this Realm than any other 
Model of Government whatſoever : A Conſtitution as little fi- 
vorable to arbitrary Schemes of Power, as to capricious Mea- 
ſures of Obedience ; ſtranger alike to Perſecution for private Opi- 
nions, and Indulgence to open Licence and Profaneneſs; built in its 


Civil relations, uponthe Wiſdom and Bravery of ancient Sages and 
Law- 
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Lawgivert, Heroes and Patriots; in its Religious, upon the formds- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Martyrs and Confeflors, Fefts 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone: In a 1rd, a Conſtitution 
ſo happily for promoting public Decency and Order, for 
diſcouraging all Vice Infidelity and Immorality, for the puniſh. 
ment of evil doers, and the praiſe of them that do well, that had we 
no other argument for preſſing Men's Reverence to it, bat the 
frequent Returns of this Day's Solemnity, when Jus ric knocks 
as it were at our Doors, adminiſtered by the Gravity and Integri- 
ty of wiſe and impartial Judges; he would but ill deſerve the 
Bleſſings he enjoys, that is not as thankful for them, as he muſt 
be ſenſible of them, 

Upon the Eftabliſhment of this in the Proteſtant Succeſſion of 
his moſt illuſtrious Houſe, a great and good Prince has pro- 
nounced from the Throne, depends the continuance of our ex- 
 cellent Conſtitution in Church and State, and in this Conſtitu- 
tion conſiſts the Security of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, that 
« therefore nothing can hart the one that will not in rtion 
« undermine and weaken the other. Under this Conviction 
his Royal Declaration is, That for his part the uniform Preſer- 
vation of both, and the Maintenance of the Religious and Civil 
Rights of all his Subjects, have been and ever ſhall be his con- 
« ſtant Care, and that thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves by per- 
© ſevering in theſe Principles, ſhall always find his Favor and 
« Countenance,” | 

Actuated therefore by his Sovereign's Example, and confirmed 
by a thorough Senſe of the Excellency of this Conſtitution, every 
one who is a Friend and Lover of his Country, will look upon it 
as a moſt invaluable charge that he is to hand down whole and en- 
tire to Poſterity, will therefore make a Conſcience of oppoſing 
every innovation in Doctrine or Diſcipline, every invaſion upon 
the Religious as well as Civil Eſtabliſhment, will abide ſtrenuouſly 
and ſteddily by the Intereſts of both, and abhor all Party-Zeal 
| B2 and 
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and Clamor for ſtretching or reſtraining the legal Authority of either. 
convinced that the true Happineſs of Government conſiſts in the 
due ballance of theſe two Powers, and That by invariably pur. 
« ſuing theſe wiſe and honeſt Meaſures, he may entertain the beſt 
e grounded hopes that under the Protection of the Divine Proyi. 
« dence, the Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms will be bet 
eto Poſterity.” 

Theſe then are the Maxims upon which are built all true Pre- 
tenſions to Patriotiſm: this the Rule by which too we may fairly 
eſtimate all public Spirit and Virtue. 

And are they not to be deemed moſt grievous Offenders again 
this Rule, and conſequently very ill Members of Society, who by 
either Fraud or Violence, ſecret Inſinuations, or open Aſperſions, 
attack the Perſons, Fortunes, or Reputations of their Neighbours? 
Is not every little mean Artifice whereby Men endeavour to im- 
poſe upon the Ignorance, or take advantage of the Weakneſs of 
others; every Attempt to avenge their own Cauſe, where Re- 
dreſs ſhould properly be ſought from the civil Magiſtrate, fo ma- 
ny Violations of the public Peace, ſo many Inſults upon good Go- 
vernment ? Nay, and may we not even offend againſt this Rule, 
by too frequent, too haſty, or too angry Appeals to him, when more 
gentle and tender Means might have proved effectual ? 

This indeed is a ſore Evil, equally criminal in its own Nature, 
and equally bad in its Conſequences with any of the former ; there 
is a Spirit of Contention and Litigiouſneſs in ſome Men, that has 
made thoſe very Laws, which were wiſely intended for redreſs of 
all Grievances, ſo many Inſtruments of Oppreſſion, that with very 
good Men it remains a Doubt, whether the Remedy or the Diſeaſe 
be more eligible : What ſo frequently or fo juſtly complained of, 
as vexatious Suits, frivalous Proſecutions, and ſtudied Delays in ju- 
dicial Proceedings? What ſo odious, unleſs the Spirit of Malice and 
Revenge which gave birth to them ? What ſo pernicious, but that 
Spite and Rancour with which Men purſue them ? The truth indeed 
is, that as our Legiſlature pretends not to Infallibility, fo neither 
do 
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do our Laws to that abſurd Conſtitution of the Medes and Per- 
fans that alters not ; Circumſtances in the very nature of Things, 
muſt greatly alter moſt Caſes, and where the Letter killeth, the 
Spirit in many Inſtances giveth Life : hence therefore ariſes an 
obvious diſtinction between Law ſtrictly fo called, and Equity, 
the one is founded in the eternal reaſon and nature of Things, the 
other was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion, and therefore is to be 
accommodated to the different Degrees of it: This again admits of 
Error in point of Judgment; and tis the Modeſty of our Le- 
giſlature, that here too Redreſs may be had by proper Appeals; 
but then here too is the fatal Miſtake, not in the Law, nor yet in 
the Executive part of the Law, but in the Reſentments and 
Paſſions of Parties concerned; —Greedy of Revenge and glad to lay 
hold on the likelieſt Inſtruments to gratify it, Men proſecute 
thoſe Appeals with all the Malice which apprehended, or even 
real, Evils can inſpire, and which there are never wanting little 
Practitioners (thoſe Peſts of good Neighbourhood) to make their 
advantage of: As long as the Lan is open, and the Appeal lies from 
an inferior to a ſuperior Court, Men of a litigious turn will take 
the round of them; and what they cannot compaſs by the Deci- 
ſion of any One, will extort by. expenſive Applications to Al. 

But if in the judgment of the Apoſtle it be (as in ſome ſenſe 
it is) 4 fault to go to law at all, ſurely it will be highly aggravat- 
ed by that Spirit of Revenge and Contention which makes Men 
perſiſt in it to the utter ruin and deſtruction of their Adverſary, 
how fair ſoever his Pretenſions; and nothing can reflect greater 
Honor upon a Profeſſion confeſſedly one of the moſt important 
and uſeful to Society, than to diſcourage all ſuch vindictive mea- 
ſures, and by no means to ſuffer one of the greateſt Bleſſings of 
our Conſtitution to be perverted into Oppreſſion and Violence: In 
the mean time it is the buſineſs of the Meſſengers of Peace to ſet 
forth the Miſchief and Iniquity of ſuch Proceedings, and by trace- 


ing back the Diſorder to its true ſource, to mend, if poſſible, 
the 
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the Heart, out of 40/4ch, both in the moral and natural ſenſe of 
the Wiſe Man's obſervation, are the Iſſues of Life; And would 
Men be but once convinced of the amiableneſs as well as rea. 
ſonableneſs of that eſſential part of the Chriſtian Syſtem, which 
enjoins univerſal Charity, and Forgiveneſs of Injuries, it would be 
at leaſt with the utmoſt caution that they ever appeal to the Law, 
for Redreſs always, never for Revenge; with the utmoſt made. 
ration that they purſue it ; and when that is done, they would a. 
bide by its Deciſions with the utmoſt reverence : This would /a 
the Axe effeFually to the Root of the Evil, by removing the Cauſe 
of it; It would in the end expedi 


te the buſineſs of our Courts, 
(Delays in which, though of the moſt dreadful Conſequence, are 
generally occaſioned by the Petulancy of the Parties,) and would add 
great weight to their Determinations ; It would beget in Men a 
due regard to the Laws themſelves, and a proper veneration for 
thoſe that are engaged in the Execution of them ; It would make 
us better Men in many reſpects, better Friends, better Neigh. 
bours, better Maſters, better Servants, and (all Malice, Envy, 
and Strife facrificed to Meekneſs and Charity) better Chr:tzans. 
But are they not, in the Second place, to be deemed very-grievous 
Offenders againſt this Rule, and conſequently falſe Pretenders to 
Patriotiſm, who by artful Suggeſtions, invidious Conſtructions, 
and malicious Aggravations of public Meaſures, ſow Sedition a- 
mong the People, ſpirit up an Oppoſition to their Lawful Go- 
vernors, and encourage them hoth by their Counſel and Exam- 
ple fo ſpeak evil of digntties? 

What fo common as the Inſinuation of public Miſrnanagement! p 
what fo glaring as the Confidence with which tis aſſerted? yet what 
Objection was ever ſupported by leſs Evidence? what Reproach ever 
did more Honor to thoſe very Perſons whom twas defigned to 
difhonor ? was there ever a Time when Appeals were more openly 
made to the People, and they encouraged to take the Reins of 
Government into their own Hands ? are they not-taught daily to 
Cans 
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canvaſe the Actions of their Superiors with that unbounded Free- 
dom and Wantonneſs, which would but ill become even thoſe whoſe 
situation renders them nearer Obſervers of the Springs of public 
Actions, and of which'their own diſtance makes them very incorn- 
petent Judges? have they not been inſtructed to in/ffru#? the great 
Council of the Nation in Terms highly reproachful to its owrt 
Determinations, and to call thoſe very Meaſures, which had re- 
ceived the Sanction of a Parliamentary Suffrage, ſcandalous and 
infamous ? Nay has not the Cabinet itſelf been invaded, and 
thoſe very Councils to which, under God arid the Conduct of a 
important Succeſſes a- 
broad, been publickly traduced and vilified? as if the weighty 
Concern of Government were the proper Subject either of Diſtreſs or 
Ridicule, and each Man were at Liberty to treat his Superiors with 
leſs Ceremony than he ordinarily does his Equals, 1 ſcatter fire- 
brands, Arrows and Death, and then to ſay, Am not Tin ſport? and 
becauſe he had proceeded thus far with Impunity, might ſtill 
treſpaſs upon their experienced Moderation, and continue to n 
againſt all Decency and good Manners, that grace may abound. 
The misfortune indeed is, that popular Prejudices are ever on the 
ide of Liberty, and therefore ever againſt Government by what 
hands ſoever adminiſtered ; and he that has Art and Addreſs e- 
nough to cajole the Multitude with ſpecious pretenſions of pub- 
lic Spirit, to pay that deference to their Opinion which the Dig- 
nity of their Numbers entitles them to, is ſure to be their Idol: 
Nothing fo abſurd that ſuch a Man will not paſs upon them for 
ſtirling Senſe and good Policy, nothing fo falſe that will not find 
Credit from Party and Bigotry. Hence he that would infinuate 
Male-Adminiftration in the Government, needs but take up that 
nadeſt Wiſh of the crafty ABs ALoM, (not doubtleſs for his own but 
his Country's fake) O that T were made a Fudge in Iſrael, that any 
one who had Suit or Cauſe might come unto me and I would do him 
Fuftice® ! If this ſhould not do the Buſineſs, if the Addrefs and 
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Chicanery of ſo accompliſhed a Maſter ſhould fail, the Boldneſs and 
Effrontery of SHEBA muſt be called in to its aſſiſtance; he with 
as little Ceremony as Truth bellows aloud through the Tribes, 
that no regard is had to their advice, no reſpect paid to their * 
perior Numbers; the Remedy therefore is in their own Hands, 
Every Man muſt look to himſelf, and ſtand up in Vindication of 
his injured Honor; Every man to his Tents, OI ael! And here per- 
haps we have the true Source of moſt pretended Grieyances; the 
Adminiſtration of public Affairs is in hands that Al men like not; 
the King is ſerved by thoſe whom he thinks his beſt Friends, and 
who indeed by a happy Concurrence of uncommon Abilities and 
Fidelity, have approved themſelves his beſt Servants ; they muſt 
therefore be content to pay the uſual Tribute of all Superior Ex- 
cellence, ſubmit to be cenſured and aſperſed for no other Rea. 
ſon, but becauſe their Royal Maſter has graciouſly diſtinguiſhed 
them: — and yet hard ſure is the Condition of Princes, if they have 
not the common Privilege of the loweſt Subject, to be ſerve 
by their own Friends; harder till the Fate of their Servants if 
they muſt ſuffer perſecution for being uſeful and dutiful to their 
Maſter, 

How contrary all this to good Manners, good Senſe and true 
Religion? * Study to be quiet and do your own buſineſs, is the A- 
poſtle's Canon; but the Practice of the World has reverſed it, 
and nothing ſo frequent as to neglect our own Buſineſs and in- 
trude our ſelves officiouſly into the concerns of other People: It 
is the Direction too of the ſame Apoſtle, that Supplications, 
Prayers, and Interceſſiens be made, not only for Kings, but for all 
that are in Authority, for Councellors Miniſters and Magiſtrates, 
and that too for a very obvious Reaſon, that we may lead quiet and 
peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſtly: But modern Politics 
have ingeniouſly inverted the Rule itſelf as well as the Reaſon; 
to diſtreſs and embarraſs public Meaſures, to clog the Wheels 
of Government by ridiculing and reviling the Conduct of thoſe 
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who have the Direction of its Motions ; to paint Civil Prudence 
in the moſt odivus Colors, and then perſuade men that tis her 
natural Complexion, is the practice of thoſe choice Spirits who 
affect Popularity: and to live in riot, tumult and confuſion, is 
more likely indeed to compaſs their Point, than the antiquated 
Maxims of Goalineſ and Honeſty. 

Not that it is very probable, that Men who differ as widely 
in Intereſts as Sentiments, will ever be perfectiy joined together in 
the ſame mind and all fpeak the ſame thing: but yet All may be 
candid in their Conſtructions, and cautious in forming their Opi- 
nions.; too cautious they cannot be under whoſe Banners they 
enliſt, and to whoſe guidance they reſign themſelves. More par- 
ticularly, we ſhould be upon our guard againſt the moſt dan- 
gerous Enemies to the public Happineſs, Incendiaries, the Leaders 
and Promoters of Tumults and Sedition, who rarely fail either in 
Addreſs or Confidence: At a time eſpecially when not only all 
Europe is threatened with an expenfive and bloody War, but when 
we have the moſt formidable Naval Armament abroad that ever 
traverſed the Weſtern World, ſurely the Good of our Country which 
is ſo cloſely connected with the Peace and Welfare of our Go- 
vernors, Will not fail to inſpire us with Sentiments to ſtrengthen 
their Hands, and add weight to their Councils by a ſteady and 
uniform Concurrence in all their Undertakings for the public Good: 
This at leaſt we may be very fure of, that our domeſtic Diviſions 
will not give Spirit to our foreign Engagements, that our readi- 
neſs to point out the Defects of our own Councils or Conduct 
(with or without juſt foundation) will contribute greatly to inform 
the Councils and invigorate the Arm both of our ſecret and open 
Enemy. | 

But Thirdly and laſtly, Are they not too to be deemed grievous 
Offenders againſt the Rule laid down, who by the wanton Licence 
of their Tongues and Pens, indiſcreet Zeal, or petulant Murmur- 
ings, break in upon the Peace of the Eſtabliſhed Church? 
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This indeed is an Evil of pretty much the ſame ſtamp with th. 
former, and accordingly abetted by the ſame fort of Men: 
The only difference is, that they reaſon much better in thi, 
Caſe, and their Conſequences are fairly deducible from their own 
Principles; for Latitude in Religion can be no Soleciſm in , 
Syſtem that has Republican Principles for its Foundation: Men 
who have no Reliſh for Government, will naturally have as little 
for that which ſupports and gives Life to it, and they who would 
undermine the former, conclude aright in beginning with the Ruin 
of the latter: Hence no wonder if Religion pure and undefil:4 
ſuffer between the two extremes of Liberty and Enthuſiaſm: 
both agree in ſacrificing all diſtinctions of Time and Place, Per. 
ſons and Things; both conſpire to pull down all eſtabliſhed Rule, 
all inſtituted Order and Decency ; One indeed is ingenuous enough 
to profeſs that an utter exemption from all Authority whatſoever 
is the Motive upon which he acts, the other proceeds upon wht 
he is pleaſed to call the Voice of God, and the dictates of the Spirit: 
In the mean time Government is treated as an uſeleſs, not to fay 
an unwarrantable Inſtitution, and Religion conſidered merely a 
an Engine of State; One therefore muſt be called Tyranny, the 
other Prieftcraft : If ſuch odious Diſtinctions ſhould not do the 
Buſineſs, the next Step is to find fault with the Conduct, Morals 
or Learning of thoſe who mini/ter in kaly things; and if this too 
fail, (as fail it muſt, unleſs we can make good the bold Pre- 
tenſions of an unſinning Obedience) then they are drove to the 
Forlorn-bope, the laſt deſperate Attack upon Eftabli/hments, purely 
becauſe they are E/tabliſhed. 

What pains are taken to propagate each of theſe Principles, he 
mult be a ſtranger indeed to the World that knows not; what each 
af them forebodes to Virtue and good Manners, he need be no great 
Prophet to foretell : Which indeed of them is preferable to Church 
or State, or whether in either view Azhe:/z be preferable to Sapenſli 
ticn (the Affirmative of which a noble and learned Hand has main- 
tained) are Points which I ſhall not take upon me to determine, as 
neither the Intereſts of Virtue nor good Policy will gain by the 
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he Compariſon; thus much however we may ſay, that Superſtition is 
N not the Complexion of theſe Times, however by ſome late advances 


it may appear to threaten ſucceeding ones; though we ought to be 
upon our Guard againſt all Approaches from that Quarter, yet 
there is an Enemy within our Walls, to which we have been too 
ready to open our Gates, and ſurrender up our Strong-holds; — 
There is a Spirit of Liberty gone forth into the World, a levelling 
Spirit, which boldly afferts all Reſtraints upon Licentiouſneſs to be 
{many Invaſions of the natural Rights of Mankind, objects to 
al inſtituted forms of divine Worſhip, as arbitrary and tyranni- 
al; to all Syſtems, as introducing a narrow ſcheme of Religion; 


n: 

er. bo all Myſtery, (even that of Man's Salvation) as enſlaving the Un- 
e Lerſtanding; and to all Revelation, as uſurping the Province of 
o WM geaſon. To make good this Point, not only the keeneſt Pens 
ver are employed to ruin the Credit of - Chriſtianity in the World, 
iat but the hidden Stores of Antiquity are ranſacked to ſet Men 
it: looſe from all religious and civil Reſtraint; Volumes big with the 
a WY brccious Diſcovery are daily reprinting ; and to ſhew that no La- 
3; WY bor is ſpared to accompliſh ſo Sed an End, bath Sea and Land 
the are compaſſed to gain Proſelytes; and leſt our Plantations abroad 
he WH ſhould nluckily imbibe the Prejudices and Bigotry of their Mother 


Country in favor of Chriſtianity ; Books profeſſedly wrote, upon 
the Libertine Plan, to decry its Authority and Excellence, and cry 
up the Law of Nature in oppoſition to it, are induſtriouſly con- 


the Wi veyed to them; and thence they are taught to pay as little re- 
ely WM gard to the Go/pel itſelf, as to the Preachers of it. 

Where theſe things will end it is not difficult to preſage; they 
he will one Day end in the ruin of that very Liberty which they 
ach WM © loudly affert, in the Corruption of all good Manners, in a 


Contempt of all Religion and Piety, in the Subverſion of the 


rch Church, and by clear and infallible conſequence, in the Ruin and 
i- Deſtruction of the State. | 

in- We can never therefore be too jealous of our Rights and Pri- 
as vileges, when Men's practices are ſo directly repugnant to all good 
the | 0 Prin- 


ee Þ.u{S$ermon preached at Cambridge ¶ fixes. 


Principles; and when they aſſume the goodly; Raiment of Liber, 
ty in order the more effectually to ſipplant us of our Bir. 
rights, we muſt be hind indeed if we ſee not through the a 
tifice for tis time ſurely to be alarmed when we can diſtingui 
the wore to be Jacob's voice at the fame inſtant that —— 
ene that the bands are the hands.of Esa. 
Man theteſate, as the Apoſtle exhorts, them that : cauſe divif. 
| aus and aſfmcci, ovntrary«to the Doctrine cobiob ye have learned, ani 
voii them; for they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſius Chrip, 
but: their ion. belly, and by. guad av0rds and fair ſpeeches deceive th 
bart of the, fimple*: Deluſions of the Religious Kind are of the moſ 
bew itchigg ſort, and therefore we ſhould be moſt of all careful 
chat e fall not into them, or attend to thoſe, who, would impoſ 
them upon us: Such are beſt known by their fruits, and in gener 
we may depentl upon the rule, that ©* to be Servants to Rigbteouſuſ 
is the moſt: perfect Freedom, and that thoſe who would ſeduce 
cc. us from aur Virtue en the Slaves and che Servants 
eee, 6: - gt 
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